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BOOK REVIEWS 

Politics. By Heinrich von Treitschke. Translated from the 
German by Blanche Dugdale and Torben De Bille, with an 
introduction by the Right Hon. Arthur James Balfour, and 
a foreword by A. Lawrence Lowell. In two volumes. 
(New York: The Macmillan Company, 1916. Pp., Vol. I, 
xliv, 406; Vol. II, vi, 643.) 

An ultimate judgment of Treitschke will be long delayed. Like 
Machiavelli's, his is the sort of work about which controversy will 
doubtless continue to rage for many a decade. It is inherent in his 
method, in his Weltanschauung, in his specific conclusions and princi- 
ples, that they should arouse the widest difference of opinion. To tem- 
peraments of one cast he will continue to be looked upon as the virile 
and prophetic expounder of the only true and sound principles of politi- 
cal action — true and sound because based upon the reality of historical 
fact; to minds tuned to another key he will remain the evil genius of an 
irrational and immoral system of crass militaristic imperialism which 
has cursed the world with the pestilence of senseless war and turned the 
wheels of civilization backwards generations in time. There is much 
in the point of view, in the outlook on life, with which one approaches 
the fundamental problems of politics. "The kind of a philosopher one 
is depends upon the kind of a man he is," says Fichte; and this is per- 
haps preeminently true in the field of political philosophy. Idealism or 
realism in politics is chiefly a matter of temperament. 

Treitschke 's work is indeed not devoid of idealism; it is rather from 
beginning to end the embodiment and elaboration of a single idea, the 
idea of the state as "the objectively revealed will of God." But this 
Hegelian idealization of the state is so absolutely intolerant of any 
other ideal; so uncompromising in the ethical conclusions which it 
enforces, conclusions which in many cases run counter to the present 
trend of thought in England and America; and so specific in its justifica- 
tion of political acts which appear revolting to the majority of Anglo- 
Saxons, that the fundamental idealism of the work is likely to be en- 
tirely lost in its character of a masterpiece of Realpolitik. Says August 
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Domer, "The peculiar virtue of the German has from time immemorial 
found expression in his tendency to solve acute practical questions in 
connection with the profoundest principles and thus to unite the tem- 
poral and the eternal." Of this tendency Treitschke is a notable ex- 
ample; but the English or American reader, in actively repudiating its 
practical precepts, is apt to overlook the idealistic basis of the work. 

Moreover, as Machiavelli's The Prince was completely misunderstood 
for generations, until modern historical research discovered the clue to its 
meaning in the turbulent and distracted condition of early sixteenth 
century Italy and the supreme need of a strong absolutism to restore or- 
der and to unite the rival and warring fragments into a single strong 
nation, so Treitschke will remain an enigma as long as the historical 
circumstances and conditions of nineteenth century Germany are not 
borne in mind and fully appreciated. Like The Prince, Treitschke's 
Politics is a livre de circonstance, reflecting the peculiar needs of the age 
and country in which it was produced. As the one embodied the 
political principles of the dawning epoch of the national state, so the 
other is the theoretical exposition of the fundamental principles of the 
present age of national imperialism. The glowing vision of a future 
age of internationalism, which dazzles the eyes of so many today, was 
for Treitschke the veriest will-o'-the-wisp. The state as the embodi- 
ment of power, expanding and spreading its sovereignty over the vast 
reaches of an imperial domain was for him the summum bonum; and in 
the conflict of states for empire, involving though it must the most ter- 
rible of wars, he saw only the necessary and beneficent working of the 
spirit of God in human affairs. 

It is to awaken Germany to her destiny as a great world-empire, to 
inspire her with the vision of an imperial career, that these lectures 
were delivered in 1892-93 in Berlin. The work takes the form of a 
theoretical discussion of the nature of the state, its social foundations, 
its constitution and the various forms of government, and the impor- 
tant branches of its administration. However, it is not in its adequacy 
as a systematic and scientific treatise in political theory and compara- 
tive constitutional law that its chief importance lies, but in its charac- 
ter as an expression, the best and fullest expression, of the ideals of the 
present age of national imperialism, and as a tocsin-call to Germans to 
take their rightful place in the great conflict and strife for empire which 
is unfolding. "Germans are heroes born." They must rectify their 
unsatisfactory territorial boundaries; they must fulfill their destiny and 
possess the Rhine from end to end. Holland must be forced into a cus- 
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toms union with Germany; and Germany must become a power beyond 
the seas. And above all, the maritime predominance of England must be 
destroyed. War is the only agency by which these achievements can 
be accomplished, and war to Treitschke is both natural and necessary. 
It is "part of the divinely appointed order." "The appeal to arms will 
be valid until the end of history, and therein lies the sacredness of war." 
"It is war which turns a people into a nation." 

Treitschke paints with a broad brush; his lights are high, his shadows 
deep. There are no half-tones on his canvas. In the German national 
character he sees but one defect, but that is a fundamental and most 
important fault, though fortunately not ineradicable. It is the lack of 
a strong nationalistic, imperialistic sentiment. "The Germans are al- 
ways in danger of enervating their nationality through possessing too 
little of this rugged pride." Prussia alone among German states pos- 
sesses this; and so, Saxon though he was, his adulation and praise of 
Prussia is unbounded. The Hohenzollerns are empire-builders, and their 
history is glorified in unmeasured terms. Frederick the Great "is the 
greatest king that ever reigned on earth." On the other hand Treitschke's 
prejudices against other nations are extreme. "France always fluctu- 
ates between bigotry and a false liberalism." Belgium is the "paradise 
of priests and the home of the phrase-makers of liberalism." "No peo- 
ple was ever more justly annihilated than the Poles." "Norway, with 
all her intolerable churlishness, presents a boorish version of English 
characteristics." "The once courageous race of Holland have deteri- 
orated physically as well as morally by becoming mere money-grubbers." 
Of the United States he says, "There is a poverty of intellectual atmos- 
phere over there which is not only due to a young colonial civilization. 
It is undemocratic if an individual's talent rises above a certain level. 
Real brilliance of intellect is coldly looked upon, and dollar-getting is 
the only sphere in which distinction is readily forgiven." "In America 
the weakness of law, combined with the reckless and anarchical temper 
of the nation, leads to methods which have something imposing in their 
very vileness." But it is against England that Treitschke vents his 
most bitter spleen. "In England after the line of blood-stained medi- 
eval tyrants had come to an end, the hereditary villainy of the Stuarts 
made way for the hereditary nullity of the Guelphs, and the whole pre- 
sents an abject picture. How could a true monarchical spirit flourish 
in a country ruled by such kings." " Some [nations] there are in whom 
narrowness of outlook is innate. This applies most particularly to the 
insular nations, and as we think to the English." "The want of chiv- 
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airy in the English character, which strikes the simple fidelity of the 
German so forcibly, is due to the fact that the English do not take 
their exercise in the noble practice of arms, but in acquiring dexterity 
in boxing, swimming and rowing." "Contemporary England is solely 
swayed by the interests of her commercial policy." England is the 
"fountain-head of barbarism in international law." "There remains 
the appalling prospect (in case Germany cannot establish its power 
beyond the seas) of England and Russia dividing the world between 
them, and in such a case it is hard to say whether the Russian knout 
or the English money-bags would be the worse alternative." 

Nor are Treitschke's prejudices confined to these nations. He is 
violently anti-semitic ; his opinion of women is absurdly and ridicu- 
lously low; his opposition to the Catholic Church is extreme; universal 
suffrage is a menace and the secret ballot is irrational and immoral; 
small states are worthy only of contempt; and even the English- Ameri- 
can Sabbath is an institution from which he prays God to preserve the' 
German people. 

The facts which serve as the basis for Treitschke's conclusions are 
very often inaccurate. Titus Oates is located in the reign of James II. 
Pitt's proposals for parliamentary reform come after the outbreak of 
the French revolution, and apparently as its consequence. The reform 
act of 1832 is followed by three others. The principal ministers of the 
English government are said to be peers, and the means by which they 
are held accountable for their acts is impeachment. "After Henry 
VIII's hymeneal prodigies, it was enacted by the English parliament 
that its assent should be necessary to the validity of any royal mar- 
riage." The power of the President of the United States is "limited 
in its scope, being confined to the postal system, the coinage, and 
foreign policy." " In a hundred years America has only made one quite 
unimportant change in her Constitution." Of Andrew Jackson, he 
says, "He was a thoroughly coarse-natured man, but he was the con- 
queror of Texas, and his commercial policy was very much in accord 
with popular taste." Regarding Lincoln we find this statement:. 
"The reverence of the masses for President Lincoln rose to such a 
pitch that he could perfectly well have attained to kingly power among 
them had he so willed it. But he was of the same stamp as Washing- 
ton, and he remained a convinced adherent of democratic government." 

But why multiply instances of this kind? It is clear that Treitschke 
is not a scientific political writer or historian. He is not to be classed 
with Jellinek or Redlich, with Ranke or Brunner, and any attempt to 
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do so entirely misconceives the real character and importance of his 
work. He is a John the Baptist, heralding the dawn of a new day for 
Germany; a modern Luther, breaking the shackles of ancient tradi- 
tion, preaching the gospel of newborn opportunity, and calling the na- 
tion to a larger life of freedom and to a more devoted and strenuous 
effort for national self-realization; he is a German Roosevelt, awakening 
the sluggish impulses of national patriotism, striking the inert keys of 
national conscience, arousing his people to their duty and their destiny. 
To apply the standards of a meticulous scientific accuracy to a work 
like Treitschke's is like picking flaws in Shakespeare for his geographi- 
cal errors. Rousseau's influence as a political writer is not to be meas- 
ured by the exactitude of his knowledge or the impartiality of his opin- 
ions. The Declaration of Independence may not be able to stand the 
acid-test of scientific accuracy, but it will always remain the cherished 
embodiment of the ideals of the period of our national birth. And 
Treitschke will doubtless, likewise, stand out preeminently, in the 
ultimate historical judgment of the stirring times in which we live, as 
the exponent in the field of thought of the dominating political move- 
ment of national imperialism. He more clearly, more potently, than 
any other has formulated the ideals, the aspirations, the philosophy 
of the German people which lie at the roots of the present world-con- 
flict. Judge these as we may, and however they may be judged by 
the historian of the future, none can deny to Treitschke a position 
among the great moving and influential political philosophers of mod- 
ern times. 

Apart from the dominating motif which runs through the entire work, 
it is of great interest for the brilliant flashes of political wisdom which 
fall like sparks from an emery-wheel. Treitschke's style is epigram- 
matic. He coins apothegms with a ready hand, and if some are coun- 
terfeit, many are unalloyed gold. One may not agree with much that 
he says; his entire system may be rejected; but he is always interesting 
and always suggestive. His is a work utterly unfitted for a text in a 
course in political science, but one which no student of political science 
can afford to ignore or neglect. It also deserves to be read widely by 
the general educated public which wishes really to understand the 
philosophical foundations of the war. 

The English translation which is the subject of this review is an 
admirable one, and both translators and publishers are to be com- 
mended for making Treitschke accessible to Anglo-Saxon readers. 
The introduction by Mr. Balfour is extremely interesting as showing the 
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reaction of such a work as this upon an English statesman and philoso- 
pher, actively assisting as head of one of the great departments of the 
British government in its titanic effort to prevent the realization by 
Germany of Treitschke's hopes and aspirations. 

Walter James Shepard. 

Modern French Legal Philosophy. Translated by Mrs. F. W. 
Scott and J. P. Chamberlain. Edited by A. W. Spencer. 
(Boston: Boston Book Company, 1916. Pp. Ixvi, 578.) 

This is the seventh volume of the Modern Legal Philosophy Series 
and in many respects the most useful thus far published. There are 
two ways in which one can try to induce an American student of law to 
become familiar with foreign thought on the subject. One may thrust 
at him a systematic treatise like Jhering's or Kohler's, which begins 
with fundamentals, and say to him: — "Go to it. Master this book and 
you will be able to reflect on your own work all the better." This may 
be the way of thoroughness, but it is certainly forbidding, and if the 
testimony of personal experience be worth anything, also barren. The 
other way, and the way of this volume, is to bring the student into con- 
tact with judiciously chosen representative essays or extracts which 
pick up the thread of the argument nearer the concrete material where 
the student's daily thoughts leave him. If one can thus manage to 
strike fire and arouse genuine interest the way for more thorough study 
is opened. The selections in this volume from the works of Charmont, 
Duguit and Demogne — especially the last — are well calculated to arouse 
such interest based on the recognition that they deal with really vital 
and not merely scholastic issues. For this reason it would have been 
wiser to have printed these selections frankly as extracts from larger 
books instead of giving the volume, by numbering the paragraphs con- 
tinuously, the appearance of a systematic unity which it does not in 
fact possess. 

It is this penchant for systematic completeness which has misled the 
editor to include so much from Fouillee. Fouillee was a prolific writer 
and a man of fine character, but his facile characterization of the French, 
German and English "spirit" and his peculiar doctrine of idSe-force 
have been neither influential nor representative of French legal-philo- 
sophical thought. In a history of French culture Fouillee might very 
well be used as an illustration of the national liberalism which estab- 
lished the Third Republic and led to the breaking of the Concordat. 



